
February 17, 2010 
 
 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Re:  Opposition to Possible Amendments to the Jobs Bill to Block Endangered Species Act 

Protections in California’s Bay-Delta Estuary 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 
The undersigned sport and commercial fishing groups, businesses, and environmental 
organizations, and the more than a million Californians we represent, are all committed to 
addressing natural resources challenges in California through long-term solutions that restore and 
maintain the health of the environment on which the health of our economy and the quality of our 
lives depend.  Toward that end, we urge you not to sponsor legislation restricting Endangered 
Species Act protections in California’s Bay-Delta estuary.  Blocking protections required under 
one of the nation’s bedrock environmental laws would have disastrous consequences for one of the 
nation’s most important ecosystems and California’s iconic salmon fishery.  
 
As we understand it, the proposed amendment would eliminate critically important environmental 
protections for salmon and many other endangered species in the San Francisco Bay-Delta estuary, 
the largest estuary on the West Coast of the Americas.  The Bay-Delta is the lifeblood of the 
salmon fishery in California and much of Oregon, but over the past two years, the salmon fishery 
has been shut down due to the collapse of Central Valley salmon populations.  This has resulted in 
thousands of lost jobs in California and Oregon, and hundreds of millions of dollars in lost income, 
each year.  An amendment to waive the requirements under the federal Endangered Species Act 
could lead to the permanent closure of this fishery, with long-term job losses and economic 
damage.  Such a suspension would likewise harm the Delta farmers who rely on clean Delta water 
to irrigate their crops.  
 
Three consecutive years of drought have resulted in low water allocations across the State, 
although we expect that recent storms will increase water allocations this year.  Suspending ESA 
protections would not end the drought, but it would have devastating effects on the Delta’s native 
fish and wildlife, the farms, communities and jobs that depend on a healthy Delta, and the salmon 
fishery in California and Oregon, which is critically dependent on a healthy Delta. 
 
The State of California is on record opposing legislative efforts to weaken, suspend, or set aside 
the ESA.  The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California has also indicated that such 
legislation is unnecessary.  California also recently enacted legislation to strengthen environmental 
protections in the Bay-Delta and to invest in water efficiency, water recycling, groundwater 
banking, and other sustainable water supplies in order to reduce our reliance on water exports from 
the Delta.  We want to work with Congress and the Administration to develop complementary 
efforts to sustain the Delta, restore our salmon fishery, and develop sustainable water supply 
solutions to benefit all Californians.   
 



The livelihoods of commercial and recreational salmon fishermen, Delta farmers, fishing guides, 
tackle shops, and communities across California and along the West Coast depend on the 
environmental protections that the proposed amendment would eliminate.    
 
For all of these reasons, we strongly urge you not to proceed with this proposal.  Instead, we urge 
you to focus on encouraging collaboration between state and federal agencies to design 
environmentally and economically sound solutions that will restore the Bay-Delta and help 
California meet its water needs.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Cc: Senator Barbara Boxer 
  Secretary Ken Salazar 
 Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
 Representative George Miller 
 Representative Mike Thompson 
 Representative Doris Matsui 
 Representative Jerry McNerny 
 Representative John Garamendi 
 
 
Steve Scheiblauer     Gordon Robertson 
Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries American Sportfishing Association 
   
Barbara Vlamis      Ronald Otto 
Executive Director      Chair   
AquAlliance      Auburn Ravine Preservation Committee 
     
Robin Huffman     Richard W. Halsey 
Advocacy Director     Director 
Butte Environmental Council    The California Chaparral Institute 
 
Linda Sheehan      Vern Goehring 
Executive Director     Manager 
California Coastkeeper Alliance   California Fisheries Coalition 
 
Joseph Morris       Bill Jennings 
Conservation Policy Director     Chairman / Executive Director 
California Fly Fishers Unlimited   California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 
 
Carolee Krieger      Bill Snape 
Executive Director     Senior Counsel 
California Water Impact Network   Center for Biological Diversity 
 
James J. Provenzano, C.Ph.     Jordan Rogers 
President       Clipper Yacht Harbor 
Clean Air Now 
 



Alan Levine      Dan Wolford 
Director      Science Director 
Coast Action Group     Coastside Fishing Club 
  
Mary Beth Beetham      David Lipscomb 
Director of Legislative Affairs    President 
Defenders of Wildlife     Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen 
 
David Phillips, Director    Trip Van Noppen 
International Marine Mammal Project  President 
Earth Island Institute     Earthjustice 
   
Craig Stone            Dan Silver 
Emeryville Sportfishing Center    Executive Director 

Endangered Habitats League 
 
Leda Huta       Cynthia Koehler  
Executive Director      California Water Legislative Director 
Endangered Species Coalition    Environmental Defense Fund 
 
David Nesmith      Leah Elwell 
Facilitator      Conservation Coordinator 
Environmental Water Caucus    Federation of Fly Fishers 
 
Dan Bacher      John Brinkley 
Editor       Conservation Chair 
Fish Sniffer Magazine     Flycasters of San Jose 
 
Rick Landavazo     Ron Bottorff 
President      Chairman  
Friends of Hellhole Canyon Open Space Preserve Friends of the Santa Clara River 
 
Judith L. Lamare, Ph.D.    Byron Leydecker 
President       Chair 
Friends of the Swainson's Hawk   Friends of Trinity River 
 
Roger Thomas      Cindy Charles 
President      Conservation Chair 
Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association  Golden West Women Flyfishers 
 
Jill Duffy      Joe Donatini 
Humboldt County 5th District Supervisor   Johnson Hicks Marine 
 
Roger S. Mammon      Michael Martin, Ph.D. 
President       Conservation Chairman 
Lower Sherman Island Duck Hunters Association  Merced Fly Fishing Club 
 
 



Michael Martin, Ph.D.        John Kostyack 
Director      Executive Director, Wildlife Conservation  
Merced River Conservation Committee    National Wildlife Federation 
 
Barry Nelson       Mark Kramer  
Senior Policy Analyst     Director, Federal Government Relations 
Natural Resources Defense Council    The Nature Conservancy  
 
Dr. C. Mark Rockwell, D.C.    Steve Pedery 
V.P. Conservation     Conservation Director 
Northern CA Council, Federation of Fly Fishers Oregon Wild 
 
David Bitts      Charlotte Hodde 
President       Water Program Manager 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s Assocs. Planning and Conservation League 
 
John Merz            Paola Bouley 
President            Conservation Director 
Sacramento River Preservation Trust     Salmon Protection and Watershed Network 
 
James A. Peugh     Mike Savino 
Conservation Committee Chair   President 
San Diego Audubon Society    Save Our Sandhill Cranes 
 
Warren Truitt      R. Nicole Cordan 
President      Policy and Legal Director 
Save the American River Association  Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition 
 
Larry Collins      Ed Pandolfino, Ph.D. 
President      Chair, Placer County Conservation Commt 
SF Crab Boat Owners Association   Sierra Foothills Audubon Society 
 
David Lass      Corey Cate 
President      Conservation Chairman 
Tahoe Truckee Fly Fishers    Tracy Fly Fishers, Tracy CA 
 
Corey Cate            Todd Steiner 
Conservation Chairman        Executive Director 
Tri-Valley Fly Fishers         Turtle Island Restoration Network 
 
Dick Pool            John DeVoe 
Program Manager          Executive Director 
Water4Fish            WaterWatch of Oregon 
 
 


